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317 Franklin Street, 
Kitchener, Ontario  N2A 1Y9 

Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

MARCH / APRIL / MAY 
2018 

PASTOR’S MUSINGS 

Ever since Bob joined the church he now 

attends, he has been a tremendous 

blessing to the congregation. For the past 

three years he volunteered for every kind 

of project imaginable. However, a recent illness and 

accident slowed him down to the point that he’s 

walking with a cane and looking a little more stooped 

than usual. But then someone asked him if he would 

help oversee a remodeling project at the church. 

Before others could finish a tour of the work area, Bob 

was spouting out ideas about how it could be done. 

Several weeks later, when people saw Bob in the 

hallway, he was walking tall, walking fast, without a 

cane, like a man half his age. 

What made this almost overnight difference in Bob 

that now there’s a new spring in his step? A large part 

of it was the prospect of making a difference again! 

Bob was re-energized by having a mission. And that is 

what the doctor has ordered for all of us. 

The Bible tells us of a healing power of making a 

difference for other people in Proverb 11: 24-25: 

Some give freely, yet grow all the richer; others 

withhold what is due, and only suffer poverty. A 

generous person will be enriched, and those who 

refreshed others, will themselves be refreshed. 

If all we do in life is focus on ourselves, our world is 

small, our hurts are big, and we become 

claustrophobic, and maybe bitter and self-pitying. 

However, when we’re focused on people who need 

us, on things we can do to make a difference, it’s 

literally life-giving. Jesus described this strange but 

ever-true equation with these words: “Whoever want 

to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

me will save it.” (Luke 9:24) 

Hold on to your life and you lose it; give your life away 

and you find it. I’ve seen that proven true in people of 

all ages. We all need a mission, and it begins by 

looking around and asking, “Who needs me around 

here? Who can I help with what I know, with what I’ve 

been through?” Often times we look for someone to 

help us instead of someone we can help. We’re 

focused on who can meet our needs instead of whose 

needs we can help meet. And much of the time we’re 

miserable. Nobody wants to come to our pity parties 

and life-looks-ugly events because we keep looking 

through a dirty window called “It’s all about me!” 

Maybe it’s time we think more about “giving our life 

away” – about a mission in which we could become 

involved. We may have some limitations and hurts 

about a mission we could become involved in. Or we 

may think more about “giving our life away” – about a 

mission we could become involved in. Some of us may 

have some limitations and hurts and handicaps. But 

there is always someone you can help with what you 

know – whether it’s in person, through letters, by 

computer, or with a phone call. 

A young man once wrote Mother Teresa and asked 

her how he could have the kind of significance with his 

life that she was experiencing in ministering to dying 

people in Calcutta’s worst slums. She wrote back just 

a four-letter-reply: “Find your own Calcutta.” That 

answer is for each of us as well. Find a place where 

you are needed, where you can pour yourself into 

something bigger than yourself. And when you do, be 

prepared to experience the awesome healing power 

of making a difference. 

Pastor Jim 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Pastor’s Home:  (519) 895-2527 

Church E-mail:  stlukes@rogers.com 

Secretary:  Daisy Puttock 

Organist:  Gloria Berg 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Cathy Dowsling Joy Montgomery 

Donna Finch Kathy Thomsen 

Debbie Gastmeier Tim Wilke 

Susan Hennig Aaron Wilke 

Vic Lytle  

 
Those who are shut-in: 
Mildred Kaminska, Laurie O’Brien, 
Loretta Waito 

Those who are at: 
Lanark Place  – John Schmidt, 
Cliff Schneider 
The Westmount  – Audrey 
Parker, Ruth Prange 

Winston Park  – Les & Marie Kipfer 
Briarfield Gardens – Ruth Debus, Geri Leis, Irleen 
Karn, Ralph & Joanne Roth 

Those who are out of town: 
Alymer – Mary Hendel    Elmira – Ed & Lola Ware 
Guelph – Ruth Rudy     Listowel – Norm Lewis 

New Hamburg – Anna Picard 
_______________________________________ 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Stephen Rahal and Bonnie Karges,  
by affirmation of faith 

Kevin Lindner,  
by transfer from St. Peter’s Lutheran – MS, Stratford 

Mark Renton, 
By transfer from St. John’s Anglican, Cambridge  

 

BAPTISM 

ZOE LYNN RAHAL 
Child of Stephen Rahal and Bonnie Karges 

 

DEATH 
13 January   Irma Bogen 

On Sunday, February 

11th the congregation 

met for its Annual 

Meeting. The following 

is a brief re-cap of what 

took place: 

New Council Members 

– Donna Finch, Susan 

Hennig and Aaron Wilke 

were acclaimed to serve 

a 3-year term (2018-2021). 

Auditors – Bruce Harmer and O.J. Wilura agreed to 

serve for 2018. It was noted that a new audit policy 

was recommended by Finance Committee, adopted 

by Church Council, and used for the 2017 audit. 

Transition Team – Pastor Koellner commented on 

how the Transition Team was moving forward with 

discussions with St. Philip’s, and responded to 

questions related to the impending merger. 

The 2018 Budget of $254,860 was approved. 

Thank You to Jane Hennig, Crystal Piscitelli and 

Dennis Willfang for serving on Council the past 

three years. 

_________________________________________ 

CHURCH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE 

At its February meeting, Council elected the 
following people to positions of leadership: 

CHAIRPERSON – Kathy Thomsen 

VICE-CHAIR – Aaron Wilke 

SECRETARY – To be determined. 

TREASURER – Dave DeCoppel volunteered to serve 
in October 2017. 

At that same meeting, Committee Liaisons were 
determined. 

Council also decided to meet on the second 
Wednesday of the month (except during July and 
the weeks of Lent). 
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MERGER TALKS 

On Sun., January 28th 

the congregations of 

St. Luke’s and St. 

Philip’s each formally voted to have their Transition 

Teams work together to develop a plan and set 

timelines for a merger of the two congregations in 

2018.  The two Teams have met several times and 

developed the following timeline to bring the 

congregations together. 

St. Philip’s Team is Lynette Wagner-Mills, Ruby 

Janssen, Michael Cooke, Carl Hoffman 

St. Luke’s Team is Cathy Dowsling, Kathy Thomsen, 

Aaron Wilke, O.J. Wilura 

Pastor Koellner is chairing the joint merger 

meetings. 

18 February  A joint Service at St. Luke’s, 

followed by a Potluck Luncheon in the Parish Hall. 
This was a tremendous success; everyone is looking 
forward to the next one in March. 

The Joint Mid-Week Lenten Program will include a 
supper and service at St. Luke’s. 

18 March A joint Service at St. Luke’s, followed 

by a Potluck Luncheon in the Parish Hall. 

08 April Congregational members in each church 

will vote to adopt the Covenant of Shared Ministry 
as developed by the joint Transition Teams and 
approved by each Church Council. The Covenant 
outlines how the two congregations will carry out 
ministry in the future years.  

15 April  St. Philip’s celebrates 60 years of 

ministry. The guest preacher is Bishop Michael 
Pryse. The service is at 2:00 PM. There will be no 
service at St. Luke’s in the morning. 

22 April The members of St. Philip’s congregation 

worship at St. Luke’s on a weekly basis. 

17 June 10:00 AM A Celebration Service of the 

Merger at St. Luke’s; Bishop Michael Pryse is the 
guest preacher. 

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

Our theme is “The Stones Would Shout.”  When people 
complained about the children’s praises on Palm Sunday, 
Jesus replied, “If these were silent, the stones would 
shout.” Each service considers two biblical references to 
stones and seeks to learn the lessons they offer. 

SUPPER at 6:15 PM            SERVICE at 7:15 PM 

MAR 7th LENT 3 – Dealing with fearsome foes, David 
uses a stone to defeat Goliath; Jesus refuses the 
temptation of Satan to turn a stone into bread. 

MAR 14th LENT 4 – The walls of Jericho tumbled for 
those who trusted in the Lord; Jesus warns that for those 
who fail to do so, “not one stone will be left upon 
another.” 

MAR 21st LENT 5 – At Sinai, the Law was given on two 
stone tablets. At Gabbatha (“The Pavement”) stands One 
who has come to fulfill the law. 

MAR 29th MAUNDY THURSDAY – Service with Holy 
Communion. 

 

MAR 30th 10:00 AM  GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 1ST
 

8:00 – 9:00 am 
Easter Breakfast 

Tickets available March 4th 
$4 per person / $10 per family 

10:00 AM Celebration Service 
Resurrection Of Our Lord 

_________________________________________ 
 

ST LUKE'S WOMEN 

Tuesday, March 13th  
Come join us for a Potluck Dinner 

6:00 pm arrival  6:30 pm dinner.   

This is a “Get Acquainted Party” with the ladies 
from St Philip's.  There is a sign-up sheet on the 
courtyard bulletin board. All ladies are invited. 
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CANADIAN LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF WORKSHOP 
Tuesday, April 9th at 6:30 PM 

We will be assembling the layettes and packing the 
quilts, blankets, teddy bears and dresses.  AND we 
will be packing up the pneumonia vests for “Save 
the Children” and our sundry other collectibles. 

An updated “Collectibles” list is available on the 
courtyard bulletin board. Everyone is asked to 
participate in helping us collect items and then put 
them in the box in the narthex (to the left by the 
coat rack and under the stairs).  Thank you so much!  
These projects are all ongoing throughout the year. 
_________________________________________ 

SOCIALITES POTLUCK SUPPER 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24th 

 6:00 PM 

Mark your calendars for this fun-filled evening.  We 
begin with a Potluck Supper and then follow it with 
an amusing presentation on “The Geography of 
Community Entrance Signs” by Warren Stauch –
well-known for his expertise and great sense of 
humour.  Don’t miss this enjoyable event!  Watch 
for sign-up sheets on the courtyard bulletin board. 

________________________________________ 

REMEMBER LAST YEAR … 
when 400 Lutherans gathered for worship? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grand River Ministry Area is hosting its 
2nd Annual Ministry Area Church Picnic 

Sunday June 3rd, 2018 
at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. 

We will gather at 10:00 AM 
Service is at 10:30 AM with Holy Communion. 

Guest preacher is Bishop Michael Pryse. 

MARK THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

THE FOOD TRUCKS ARE BACK!! 

The Food Trucks will be back 

at St. Luke’s for another 

season of good company and 

good eats.   

This year they will be here on  

THURSDAY EVENINGS  
4:30 PM  –  8:00 PM   

May 10th to September 23rd. 

A sign-up sheet for volunteers will be posted for the 
following duties: 
 Mark off the parking lot on Wednesday night 
 Thursdays at 4:00 PM – put out tables & chairs, 

garbage & recycling bins 
 Monitor garbage & recycling bins during event 
 Check the washroom 
 Wipe down tables 
 Put everything away at the end of the evening. 

We want to make this event more successful than 
2017.  If you are a part of, or know a charitable 
organization that is looking for a site to hold a 
fundraiser, please speak with Kathy Thomsen.  We 
are looking to partner with organizations so that we 
can increase our numbers to the trucks. An increase 
in people means an increase in donations which will 
enable us to help more people. 
_________________________________________ 

LOOKING AHEAD … SAVE THE DATE 
FOR THESE SOCIALITE EVENTS 

(watch for details in upcoming newsletters and bulletins) 

 August 11 Grand River Cruise 

September 9 or 20 Donkey Sanctuary  
(picnic lunch, trails and time with the donkeys) 

 September 21-23 Collingwood weekend  
(tentative dates) 

 Nov 25 or Dec 9 "Holiday Inn – The Musical" 
Hamilton Family Theatre, Cambridge 

(formerly Dunfield Theatre) 

 
 


