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Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

December 2019 

“You have set my feet in a broad place” – Psalm 31:8 
 

The words from Psalm 31 are close to my heart. 
They are my “special” companion since we (my 
husband Andy, my daughter Selma and I) 
immigrated to Canada from Germany more than 
eight years ago. Shortly after we arrived in Canada 
our son Carl was born and we picked the verse as 
the bible quote for his baptism.  

In Psalm 31 the praying person is asking God for 
help. He has confidence that God will save him from 
all evil. This trust in God is unconditional and it 
changes his perspective: he sees new possibilities 
and opportunities for himself; his life no longer 
appears to him restricted and threatened. God 
opens up new ways of thinking, new possibilities, 
and new encounters with others.  

Once again in my life God has “set my feet in a 
broad place” and placed me here with you at St. 
Luke’s in Kitchener. I’m excited, curious and looking 
forward to getting to know you personally, to hear 
your life stories and to be part of your faith journey.  
Originally, I’m an ordained Evangelical Lutheran 
minister from Germany. I studied Evangelical 
Theology at the Universities of Frankfurt/Main and 
Marburg (the city where Luther met with Ulrich 
Zwingli). Later, I went to the Theological Seminary in 
Herborn. Part of the seminary’s education was to 
gain experience in a different work field. Thus, I 
successfully completed an additional apprenticeship 
as a Broadcast Journalist and worked after 
graduating from seminary as a Media Consultant 
and Public Relations Manager for a church district in 
the Frankfurt area. I was ordained in 2003 and 
received a call from a congregation with over 5000 
members in the city of Limburg (between Frankfurt 

and Cologne). Thank goodness we had been a 

team of three pastors – you can imagine that we 
had been very busy with baptisms, funerals, 
weddings, confirmation classes and worship services 
in several places. 

In 2007 our daughter Selma was born and being 
a mom and minister with all of my heart, it was 
sometimes challenging to find the right balance 
between clerical work and family life. For that 
reason, I accepted a part time position as a School 
Chaplain at a High School (yes, in Germany there are 
still religious classes taught at Public Schools). I was 
part of the school counselling team, celebrated 
worship services with students and staff, and taught 
Religion from Grade 7 to 12. 
As already mentioned, our son Carl was born 2011 
shortly after our arrival in Yorkton Saskatchewan. 
Thus, I was a stay-home mom during the first years 
we lived in Canada. After all my papers got 
transferred, I became a rostered minister in the 
Saskatchewan Synod and started in 2016 as an 
interim minister at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Yorkton and got called as their fulltime pastor in 
March 2017.  
Now, it’s time for something new. We are still 
settling in. My husband Andy is a teacher and still 
lives in Yorkton until the beginning of February as he 
wanted to finish his term. I thank you, that you have 
called me as your new pastor. Do not hesitate to 
approach me with everything that’s worrying you or 
if you have a concern. And, do not hesitate to tell 
me when I’m pronouncing or using an English word 
wrong. I appreciate it and I don’t mind. I’m looking 
forward to building together with you the Kingdom 
of God. I know that you are a caring and loving 
congregation and I can’t wait to get to know you all. 

 
God bless,  Pastor Heike 

http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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Our Love & Prayers go out to all 

our Christian brothers and 

sisters who are ill, grieving or in 

long-term care.   

Grace be to you and peace from God 

our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Christmas Bazaar 

A huge thank you to all who helped with the 
Christmas Bazaar!  Big or small, your help was 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Canning: $691.50 
Vendors:  400.00 
Quilt: 210.00 
Knitting: 241.50 
Nearly New: 468.00 
Tea Room: 319.60 
Raffle: 845.00 
Baking: 1,886.63 
Total $5,062.23 

 
Thank you for another successful year! 

 

 
CANDLELIGHT SERVICES 

With Holy Communion 
Sunday, December 24th 

4:00 pm * 
7:00 pm * 

    10:00 pm 
*services with a children’s message. 

 
YEAR-END DONATIONS 

Just a reminder that the last day for offerings and/or 
donations credited to the 2019 taxation year is 
Sunday, December 30.  Monies received after this 
date will be credited to 2020. 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLLING  

TO OUR SHUT-INS  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

Join us for an afternoon of caroling to some of our 

shut-in members. 

We will meet at the 

Church at 12:30 pm, 

first stop scheduled 

for 1:00 pm. 

If you play an instrument, bring it along.  Don’t miss 

out on a wonderful Christmas Memory. 

Contact Gloria Berg 519-896-1918 if you plan to 

come. 

 

Come dine with us…. 

It is time again for our 

Christmas Dinner 

Join us December 15 

after the service for 

turkey and all the 

trimmings. 

The tickets will be on sale on December 1st and 8th 

Single tickets are $12 

Families of 4+ are $28 

A limited number of tickets are available so don’t 

delay. 

Volunteers will still be needed, please see the  

sign-up sheets on the bulletin board. 
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SENIOR CARDS 
 

Thursdays at 1:00pm 
Euchre and Solo are played. 
 

Come and join us for an afternoon of fun and 
fellowship. 
Contact:  Bob Berg 519-896-1918 

Dominican Journeys 

Soup Sundays still ahead… 
 

January  12 -- Soup Sundays is a fundraiser for 

the Dominican Journeys. Please join us following 
worship service in the Parish Hall.  All are 
welcome! 

Contact:  Vic Lytle 226-647-2377   
 

Thank you 

Our thanks to Ed & Sharon Eggleston for the gift of 

worship assistant gowns in memory of Ed’s father 

Bill.  We are very thankful for 

this generous gift. 

LOOKING FOR A 

VOLUNTEER 

Looking for someone to wash the gowns worn by 

our worship assistants.  Gowns (9 of them) need to 

be washed in the fall and spring.  They are machine 

washable, hang to dry, no iron.   If you can help out, 

please contact Cathy Wilke (519) 744-3044 

ST LUKE'S WOMEN  

Events: 

Trinity Village Tea 
Sun. Dec. 8 and Sun. March 15  
Walnut Grove Room 
Contact:  Ruby Janssen 519-748-0092 
 

News: 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief: 
In our continuance to share God’s love with the 
world and make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of others the “Gifts from the Heart” gift 
catalogues have arrived.  They are on the Narthex 
table.   
 
Fellowship of the Least Coin 
Please save your nickels.   

There is a collections jar on the narthex table for 
donations from the congregation, thank you. 

Thank you to everyone who donated items to the 

Salvation Army Mitten Tree. 

NOTE:  We will be updating the collectibles list in 

January to accommodate the needs of the 

organizations we assist. 

 

Upcoming:  

Please note that we will be making meat pies in the 

spring for sale to the congregation only.   

This change was made to take pressure off the ladies 

who work so hard for the bazaar. 

All children ages 3-12 are invited to come 

for a crafty afternoon with Pastor Heike on 

Saturday, December 14 from 2:00-

3:00pm. We will create beautiful 

ornaments for the Christmas tree and have 

some fun with cookies and hot chocolate. 
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Grand River Ministry Team 

St. Luke's is looking for a volunteer to serve on the 

Grand River Ministerial Team.  The only qualification 

the team member needs is to be interested in 

ministries our congregations can do together.  

Meetings are held every 5-6 weeks on a Tuesday 

from 4-5:30pm in Waterloo. 

If interested, please contact the church office. 
 

CHURCH  EXECUTIVES: 
 

Chairperson: Jane Hennig 
Vice-Chair: Aaron Wilke 
Secretary:  Donna Finch 
Treasurer: Dave DeCoppel  
 

Council Members: 

Jane Hennig (Chair)  
Aaron Wilke (Vice) 
Donna Finch (Secretary) 
Cathy Dowsling 
Vic Lytle 
Darlene Hilborn 

Anita Gerstenkorn 
Debbie Gastmeier 
Mary Ann Lang 
Susan Hennig 
Tim Wilke 

 

Committee Chairs: 
 

Christian Ministry:  Pastor Heike 
Facilities Management:  Gail Atkinson 
Property Management:  open 
Finance:  Aaron Wilke 
Mutual Ministry: Jane Hennig, Kathy Thomsen 
Parish Life:  Susan Hennig 
Worship & Music:  Kathy Thomsen 
 

DEADLINE FOR  
JAN/FEB NEWSLETTER 

AND 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please view our special stained glass window in the 
hallway outside the Sanctuary.  We thank Dennis Lang 
for his creative art and the members of St. Phillips for 

this beautiful gift. 
 

 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

Pastor’s Cell:  1-306-641-4785 

Pastor’s Email:  pastor.heike@gmail.com 

Church E-mail:  stlukes@rogers.com 

Organist:  Gloria Berg 

Office Administrator:  Helga Morrison 

Office Hours:  M/W/Th 9:00am – 1:00pm 


