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Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

November 2020 Newsletter 

 

 

November Blues Joy 

November is a difficult month. The leaves on the 
trees are gone, no warm days anymore, less daylight 
and winter is around the corner. We are still in the 
midst of a pandemic and that makes things even 
worse. November is such a somber month with all 
the heavy commemoration days like All Saints, 
Remembrance Day and November 9 (Night of the 
Broken Glass). I grew up in Germany with the only 
protestant holiday around: The Day of Prayer and 
Repentance on November 18.  You might think that 
the Protestants should have gone for a more joyful 
holiday. Understandable that some of us like to pull 
some of the Christmas Joy into the November 
season already. I’m pretty sure we will see the first 
Christmas trees popping up after Halloween, or let’s 
say: After Reformation Day. It seems like nowadays 
we are longing to cross the heavy things out, ignore 
them as long as we can, and just jump to the high 
festive days. There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the heavens. 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1). How true these words are; there 
is a time for everything: the sad things, the sorrows, 
the worries and the happy things, the joys and the 
laughter. Each and every one is valid and needs to 
be acknowledged when we want to live a life to the 
fullest. But how are we able to embrace those heavy 
moments in our lives? How can we live to the fullest 
in a difficult time like this pandemic with a long cold 
winter ahead of us? Happiness cannot be traveled 
to, owned, earned, worn or consumed. Happiness is 
the spiritual experience of living every minute with 
love, grace and gratitude (Denis Waitley). I love 
those words. They are a good reminder – live every 
minute with love, grace and gratitude. Easily said, 

but difficult to internalize. We are in a time right 
now where we have to let go from so many things 
that are important for us. This is a time of change, of 
farewell and yet I think it is important to appreciate 
what remains and to look at that with love, grace 
and gratitude. How wonderful it is to get together 
on Sunday mornings for Worship Service although 
we have to overcome lots of obstacles to get there, 
but at least we are able to find some normalcy in 
this. We can’t sing in church, but we can listen to 
our Soloists and Musicians and the old familiar 
Hymns unfold their splendor in different, new ways. 
We receive communion with only one element for 
safety reasons, but we experience the full presence 
of Jesus Christ and his love for us in the bread. We 
grieve that we aren’t able to visit or get together 
with loved ones that live far away, but we are able 
to make use of technology and can communicate 
with each other in different ways. We are getting 
older and our body shows us its limits distinctly, but 
there is still a lot of life in it, everything will be done 
just a little bit slower. When grey November days 
are dragging us down, it is nice to light a candle and 
dwell in the soft light, and to open the bible, to read 
and let your thoughts wander. There are 
possibilities to find November joy. Let go what you 
need to let go, and appreciate what remains. You 
will see the things that remain are no small things at 
all. 
 
A joyful November to you! Blessings, 
Pastor Heike  

  

For a visit from the Pastor,  
please contact Rev. Heike directly at 

519-212-9952 

http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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Our Love & Prayers go out to all 

our Christian brothers and 

sisters who are ill, grieving or 

in long-term care.   

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Volunteers for Live-Streaming needed! 
 

Although we are back in church we want to 
continue to offer Online Worship Services for all 
that aren’t able to come to church. A huge Thank 
You goes to Josh Oliverio, Vic Lytle and Tim Wilke 
for setting up all the needed equipment to make 
live-streaming possible.  
 
And now we need you! We need volunteers that 
are willing to run the live streaming during the 
Worship Service. Be assured that you will receive 
training and support. With this important ministry 
you help to reach out to our homebound 
parishioners and to stay connected. Please contact 
the office if you are able to volunteer. Thank You! 

 
 
POINSETTIA FUND  
 

Contributions are being accepted for poinsettias for 
the Sanctuary in celebration or in memory of a 
loved one.  Poinsettia envelopes will be provided on 

the entrance tables and through December. 
 

 

 
 
 

Finance 

Committee 
 

The 2020/2021 St. Philip’s Bursary Fund and St. 

Luke’s Bursary Fund are both still available!   

Each bursary is awarded to full-time post-secondary 

students who are former members of St. Philip’s 

Lutheran Church or current members of St. Luke’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church respectively.  

The successful applicant for each award will receive 

$500.00 to go towards their studies. 

For more information or to apply, please email: 
O.J. Wilura ojwilura@gmail.com or  
Crystal Piscitelli piscitelli.crystalj@gmail.com.  
 
 
 

URGENTLY NEEDED: 
Counters 

 

1 Counter, 2 Counter, 3 Counter… 4 
We need counters! The Finance Committee needs 
additional counters for our teams to count the 
offering following the worship service.  Teams count 
every 6 weeks or about 9 times per year.  This is a 
very important and appreciated service to our 
church!  
 
If you are interested in this volunteer role, please 
email Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Doug Reble, Assistant to the Bishop, 
will preach for us on November 15. 

mailto:ojwilura@gmail.com
mailto:piscitelli.crystalj@gmail.com
mailto:stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com
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WEPP Team  
– Rev. J.R. Bestvater 

This commentary is found in “FOR ALL THE SAINTS, 

The Prayer Book For and By the Church” Volume 2, 

Year 1, the Season of Pentecost.  
   

I encountered it in my daily worship periods and it 

struck a chord within me about the importance of 

the meaning and teaching power of our creed, and 

the unity of the church universal. It was written by a 

Christian Brother of ours, John A. Ross in the early 

part of the twentieth Century. I am offering it to us 

at St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church as a 

reminder of the importance our Apostles’ Creed 

plays in the development of our faith and unity, and 

in our witness to the world around us. Bracketed 

words have been added by me to reflect our 

modern inclusive community language. 

 

THIS WE BELIEVE!  

When I stand shoulder to shoulder with Christians, 

all declaring our common faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed, something very deep stirs within 

me. I feel like a tree within the great forest, 

surrounded by other trees all reaching up together 

from the same ground, all swept by the same wind, 

all steadily voicing the same ageless sounds like 

swaying trees have always made.   

 

Long, long ago, those about to be received into the 

church affirmed their faith even as we do now. 

Wherever people meet in the name of Christ 

throughout the world, the Apostles’ Creed, like the 

Lord’s Prayer is quite in order. This creed joins me to 

the whole church up through the centuries and 

across the continents and seas. It expresses what 

Christ means to us all. This is the place where I meet 

my brothers (and sisters) in the Lord, even though 

we sometimes draw apart again all too soon. 

Although the legend that each of the twelve 

apostles contributed one doctrine to make up the 

whole Apostles’ Creed is not true, they would 

undoubtedly all have approved of this common core 

of faith. 

The word “Creed” comes from the common word 

credo, which means “I believe”. When I say the 

creed I hold my head high, and my voice sounds out 

firm and strong. This is indeed what I believe about 

the one in whom I believe. As a person of the 

twentieth century I don’t mumble the creed with 

mental reservations or leave out an occasional 

phrase. I’m always finding new significance for Jesus 

Christ in every word of it. It contains in outline form 

the whole message which the church has to give to 

the world. It says at one burst what I want to tell 

everybody everywhere. I am excited about this. It’s 

what I believe. It makes sense of the world and gives 

meaning to my life. It makes my heart sing and I 

want to share it all. 

 

I must not shrink from speaking up about the things 

that could save our times from their stumbling 

futility. There is no scarcity of bad news about the 

world these days, but who has got some good 

news? Well, I for one have some! If the creed is 

right – I do know the one to whom this world really 

belongs and know how he intends it to run, and that 

he has made adequate resources available for 

making the best dreams ever come true – I should 

speak up and say: “This I believe!” Dare I keep still 

while lives are going to pieces all around me? What 

sinister enemy so gags me that I can’t faithfully say 

the name of Jesus or express my trust in him in front 

of other people? When I join publicly in the creed, I 

defy my enemy. Really, though, it’s not too hard to 

speak out in church where I have the safety of 

numbers. But does my faith lose its voice outside 

the church? The church is not in the world to be 

forever talking to itself. Its good news is for the 

whole world. Its creed is a creed for the whole 

world. No congregation can be fully sincere in 

merely reciting it without making some personal 

effort to pass it along to those unhappy mixed-up 

people who are all around us. The Apostles’ Creed is 

a creed for apostles – those whom Christ sends out. 
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Hello from Council  
– Jane Hennig 

We hope that you are all keeping well and managing 
during this time of distancing and limited contact.  We 
are aware of how very difficult this has been for most 
members. We are all in this together.  Please reach out 
to other members and the church office if you have a 
need or just want to talk.  It is so important that we stay 
as connected as possible.  
 
For those coping well, please reach out to folks that you 
haven’t heard from in a while. We especially need to 
think about those who are not connected online.  
Personal contact, even by phone, is very important for all 
of us. 
 
We are all wanting this to be over and finding it hard to 
deal with the reality that this is not a sprint but a 
marathon.  We are now in the second wave of Covid 19.  
The good news is that a lot was learned during the first 
wave that is allowing us to continue to stay open on a 
limited basis. As long as we as individuals do our 
diligence we will, hopefully, sustain this level of 
openness and not revert to full closures again.  
 
Council and many committees have continued to meet 
and conduct the business of the congregation. We met 
virtually most months but we are now taking advantage 
of the room that AIM has set up with Plexiglas dividers in 
the meeting room and so some are able to meet in 
person. 
 
There have been some building maintenance expenses 
and changes that you will notice over the next months. 
The chair lift installation should be completed before 
Christmas.  It was recommended that the windows in the 
worship space be replaced, somewhere broken and the 
age of them causing heat loss. These windows will be 
replaced soon.  The heating system is beginning to cost 
money so we will be bringing some recommendations to 
the annual meeting.  
 
We were able to put together a task force to deal with 
the details of opening up the church building again both 
for worship and program groups. This group has done an 
exemplary job of researching the requirements from 
Public Health and the Ministry of Health.  They have 
been connecting with a similar task force of the Synod to 
make sure that they have all the latest requirements. We 
would like to express our sincere appreciation to Kathryn 

Thomsen, OJ Wilura, Carl Hoffman, Helga Morrison and 
Pastor Heike for their work to make sure that those able 
to come in person to worship and into the building are 
cared for and as safe as we can manage. 
 
Thank you to Pastor Heike, Gloria Berg, Kathy Thomsen 
and all the others who have contributed to the virtual 
worship services and now the in person/live streamed 
services.  A very special thank you to Joshua Oliverio, 
who has set up the live streaming and is leading the way 
in recording the service that we are watching live. 
 
Thank you also to all who have been coming in over the 
past months to check on the building and keep us 
moving forward on maintenance projects. 
 
Council is very appreciative of all of you who continue to 
make offerings regularly.  With the oversight of our 
treasurer, David DeCoppel, and the finance committee 
we have been managing to stay on top of all the 
expenses. 
 
Council and Committees are taking this time to review 
the roles and responsibilities of all the committees that 
do the work of the church. We will be putting out a call 
for some new committee volunteers soon. If you have 
talents you would like to share we will be asking for your 
prayerful consideration of some new opportunities. Stay 
tuned. 
 
A very special thank you to Pastor Heike, who has cared 
for members and the church through this time as a 
newcomer in our midst. We celebrate having her in our 
midst for one year now.  I am constantly impressed.  And 
to Helga Morrison our office administrator.  The 
reopening of the church has added many new processes 
that they are managing behind the scenes so well, that 
they often go unnoticed. 
 
As Chair of Council I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the members of council for their work during 
this time: 

Lynn Brooks  Darlene Hilborn 
Cathy Dowsling  Mary Ann Lang 
Donna Finch  Anita Gerstenkorn 
Aaron Wilke  Tim Wilke 
OJ Wilura  Bonita Ziegler 
Susan Hennig (resigned to move to Sudbury) 

 
Wishing you all good health. 
Jane Hennig 
Chair of Council 
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Bible Book Club  
 

Sign up now for the Bible Book Club!   
This year's Living Our Faith theme is "Read", and we 
are exhorted to dive in and unearth our bibles. 
 

We encourage everyone to sign up for our own 
Bible Book Reading Club - we want to take this 
theme and lift it into the next dimension! 
 

If you are interested in joining, please let Pastor 
Heike or the office know. 
 

November's focus is on the books of Kings; look for 
more information to follow on the next set of 
suggested readings and possible meetings. 
 

Note that there will be no more bible quizzes as the 
focus will be on the reading club. 
 

Confirmation Class 2020/2021 
 
As of right now, with the Pandemic Plan still in 
place, there will be no in-person confirmation class 
possible. I’m currently working on a plan for how we 
could get together in a meaningful and safe way. For 
now, I would like to ask all   interested in 
confirmation class and are born in 2007 or 2008 to 
please contact me at: 
 

Pastor Heike  519.212.9952 
pastor.heike@gmail.com 
 

Confirmation Class will likely start later this year. 
I’ll keep you posted. 
 
 

FREE CHAIRS 
We have chairs that we would like to give away.  If 
you are interested in any of them or know where 
they could be donated to, please contact the office. 

 

 
St. Luke’s 
Women 
 

Canadian 
Lutheran 
World Relief: 

The "We Care" 
program has been discontinued.  Therefore, we will 
no longer be collecting items for the baby 
layettes.  Thank you ever so much for all your 
efforts in this program over the years we have been 
doing it. 

We have been able to donate all the items we had 
on hand to "Food for Children" as they had the need 
for these items and they will still be going to 
aid families in third world countries. 

Barb Raddatz is going to continue making the little 
dresses and teddy bears; Gail Atkinson & Gay 
Anderson are going to continue making 
quilts.  Those who make the Afghans and 
pneumonia vests, we ask you to continue also.  They 
will be given to support foreign aid through "Food 
for Children". 

Salvation Army Mitten Tree 
The Mitten Tree for the Salvation Army will be up 
again this year.  Your donation of the following 
items is greatly appreciated: 
 

Mitts & gloves, slippers, hats, scarves, socks.  
Only new items please. 
 
 

Food Bank 
Help towards the local Food Bank drive is welcome 
to help provide meals for those in need in our 
community.   

  

There will be 3 Christmas Eve Worship Services:   
Thursday, December 24 at 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm and 10:00 pm. 
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CHURCH EXECUTIVES: 
Chairperson: Jane Hennig 
Vice-Chair: O.J. Wilura 
Secretary:  Donna Finch 
Treasurer: Dave DeCoppel  
 

Council Members: 

Jane Hennig (Chair)  
O.J. Wilura  (Vice-Chair) 
Donna Finch (Secretary) 
Aaron Wilke 
Cathy Dowsling 
Darlene Hilborn 
Anita Gerstenkorn 
Mary Ann Lang 
Tim Wilke 
Bonita Ziegler 
Lynn Brooks 

 

Office Contact: 

Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Church E-mail: info@stlukeslutheran.ca 

Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

Pastor Heike: (519) 212-9952 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.heike@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Helga Morrison  

Music Director:  Gloria Berg 

 

Keep in touch… 
 

Visit our Website at 

stlukeslutheran.ca 
for our online worship services, 

Newsletters and updates. 
 

Like us on Facebook and 
subscribe to our  

YouTube Channel under 
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Kitchener 

Kitchener 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Offerings 
 

We appreciate your support to meet our financial obligations 

during the pandemic. Please send your offerings in through the 

mail or drop it off in the church’s mailbox on the left side of the 

main entrance as you approach the church.  We are also 

accepting E-transfers for offerings as well.  

They can be sent to our email address, info@stlukeslutheran.ca  
or stlukes@rogers.com.  When the transfer is sent, you can put 
the designation into the comment box (current, benevolence, 
building, etc). 
 

Please contact Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com  

for the ‘secret’ question and answer. 
 
Our mail box is checked regularly; however for your peace of 
mind, arrangements can be made with Helga to ensure your 
offering is retrieved the day you drop it off. 
 
We are thankful for all who have recently joined PAR for their 
contributions during this time.  For PAR information, please 
contact the church office. 
 
We graciously thank all who have 
continued their generous offerings 
during this time. 

 

Free stroller in good 
condition 
 
If you are in need of a stroller or know 
someone that is, please contact Kim 
Alviano at 510-208-0339.

 

 

DEADLINE FOR  
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 

is November 16th 

mailto:info@stlukeslutheran.ca
mailto:stlukes@rogers.com
mailto:stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com

