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Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

December 2020 Newsletter 

 
 

 

A Special Christmas 

It’s November – the planning for Advent and Christmas 
in pandemic mode is underway.  November brought us 
the gift of wonderful warm and sunny days – 
unexpected, but highly appreciated. And on one of those 
warm and sunny days in November our 
Monday Morning Crew started to put 
Christmas lights onto the pine tree in 
front of the church. Because everything 
is different, Christmas should be extra 
special this year. Why not start with 
putting Christmas lights onto the tree? 
The excitement caused by this small act 
was amazing that morning. It was the 
main topic in the hallways for the 
clients of AIM. The joy it brought was 
priceless. And once more this year it got 
me thinking: What is important? What 
gives us joy? How will we celebrate 
Christmas this year? This is not the first 
Christmas under difficult circumstances. 
There is nothing festive around Jesus 
born in a stable, wrapped in cloth 
diapers and placed in the manger. And yet the Christmas 
story brings us joy each and every year. There have been 
other Christmases in difficult times. Pastor J.R. Bestvater 
has been so kind to share a memory from his sister Trudy 
about a Christmas feast in Berlin, 1945: “Cold was 
creeping through the cracked walls of the apartment and 
we used blankets to help stop the draught that moved 
the curtains on the poorly boarded up window. But 
sitting close to the old fashioned tiled stove that was 
heated with the wood that we three siblings, Dorle, 
Joachim, and I collected in the ruins, we were warm and 
cozy. We did not have a Christmas tree, but we had a 
few real wax candles that spread a warm glow over 
everyone's face. No gifts, but we were glad to be 
together and still in good health. No money to buy food 

at extortionate prices on the black market, but because 
of the generosity and compassion of private people in 
America we had a Christmas dinner from a CARE package 
that our mother received at work housekeeping in the 
quarters of the American occupation troops, (CARE-
Cooperation for American Remittance for Europe) "You 
open it," Mama said to the father and he, with blinking 
eyes holding back tears, carefully passed the gifts to us. 
"Coffee" our Oma shouted happily as she read the label 

on a large can (German women 
adore coffee). The lettering on most 
of the other tins were translated 
from English into German by sister 
Dorle whose command of the English 
language was very good since her 
teacher had been educated at 
Oxford. There was meat and sausage, 
butter and cheese in cans, potatoes 
and milk in powder form, dehydrated 
fruit, some flour and sugar, chocolate 
bars, Life Saver candies, and a 
Christmas cake. Such a cake we had 
never seen before! It was heavy. A 
honey and nut pastry filled with 
raisins peeping through the crust, 
and the top was glazed and 
decorated with a sprig of holly. While 

the others admired it, Dorle, Joachim and I hankered 
after the chocolate until Mama, looking at our faces, let 
us have some. Oma now prepared the meal while Opa, a 
pious man, bowed his head and said grace: "Dear Lord, 
bless the food provided for us, and bless the kind people 
in America who sent it. Amen".  During the evening my 
siblings and I recited Christmas poems, our grandparents 
recollected long ballads learned as school children, and 
Mama sang telling of evening bells calling the faithful to 
church for services. Suddenly, beautiful music filled our 
room. It floated through the cracks in the damaged walls 
from our neighbour’s apartment. Mrs. Luebke, a well-
known pianist in her youth, lived there with her old 
mother. She had not played for months, all those months 
filled with living through a terrible war; but this evening 

http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/


 

2020 December Newsletter – St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kitchener Page 2 

she gave a wonderful concert that would not have been 
more appreciated by an audience in a great concert hall. 
"I played one of Frederic Chopin's sonatas for piano and 
a mazurka" Mrs. Luebke told me after I delivered some 
slices of the American Christmas cake. Mama thought it 
would be a nice gift. Oma also included a little of the 
coffee. Is there anything else you would like me to 
play?  Thinking a little I told her that our mother's 
favourite melody was 'Solveig's Song', from Peer Gynt by 
Grieg, and I was happy that she knew which melody I 
meant. At home again I knew I was right when we 
watched the surprise and delight in our mother's face. 
While the candles burned down slowly, one after the 
other this Christmas Eve ended for us. We had not 

expected anything and we had received so much!” 
 
May this Christmas season bring you hope, joy, peace 
and love! 
 
Blessings, Pastor Heike 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bursary Fund 
 

The 2020/2021 St. Philip’s Bursary Fund and St. 

Luke’s Bursary Fund are both still available!   

Each bursary is awarded to full-time post-secondary 

students who are former members of St. Philip’s 

Lutheran Church or current members of St. Luke’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church respectively.  

The successful applicant for each award will receive 

$500.00 to go towards their studies. 

For more information or to apply, please email: 
O.J. Wilura ojwilura@gmail.com or  
Crystal Piscitelli piscitelli.crystalj@gmail.com.  

 

 
Our Love & Prayers go out to all 

our Christian brothers and 

sisters who are ill, grieving or 

in long-term care.   

 
Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 
Poinsettia Fund 
 

Contributions are still 
being accepted for 
poinsettias for the 
Sanctuary in celebration 
or in memory of a loved 
one.  Please indicate on 
the back of your 
envelope, or on a 
separate insert the 
information you wish to 
include. 
 
 
 

Giving Envelopes 
 

The 2021 envelopes are ready at the church 
office. 
 
As worship services are currently suspended, 
we ask that you would please call or email 
the office to make arrangements to receive 
your box of envelopes.  
 
Office:  519-893-3826      
Pastor Heike:  519-212-9952 
Email: stlukeslutheran.ca  

 

 
 
 

For a visit from the Pastor,  
please contact Rev. Heike directly at 

519-212-9952 

mailto:ojwilura@gmail.com
mailto:piscitelli.crystalj@gmail.com
mailto:ojwilura@gmail.com
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A very special thank you to 
Nahlah and John Carapanta for  
putting up the Nativity Scene. 

 
 
 

Happy new (church) year to you all!  

On November 29, we lit the Candle of HOPE, and it is my 
prayer that we all are able to live on that hope although 
everything is very difficult right now.  
 
It was the decision or Council to suspend in-person 
Worship Service in stage red and grey. The decision was 
not made lightly. I acknowledge that this decision has 
caused some disappointment and 
frustration, but I would like to kindly ask 
you to accept and support council. All 
leadership teams, may it be in politics, 
church or workplaces have to carry a 
huge load of responsibility, and the 
pandemic is challenging us in many 
different ways. More than ever it is 
important now that we are supportive of 
each other for our spiritual, mental and 
physical wellbeing of all of us. As far as I 
know, all ELCIC churches in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo region have made 
the decision to suspend in-person 
Worship Services. Which doesn’t mean 
that we are not able to worship – we are 
just doing it in different ways.  
 

We will continue to live-stream the Worship Service on 
Sunday morning at 10:00 am. During the last few weeks 
we have experienced some technical difficulties with the 
live stream and with the sound in church. Thank you for 
all your feedback – we take this seriously. The live-
stream problem of the sound is fixed now.  In many 
things we learn as we go, so please have patience with 
us. The problem with the sound in church, especially 
from the pulpit side, was caused by a broken connection. 
It is planned to look into different options for those of 
you that are hearing impaired. I acknowledge as well that 
all these issues have caused some frustration for some of 
you – and again, I kindly ask you to please bear with us in 
this time as we are adjusting to the new realities. I’m still 
amazed how far we have come with the digitalization of 
the church and celebrate each little step we are getting 
better. 
 
Eucharist Sundays:  If you like to join for communion, 
you are invited to prepare bread and wine before you 
join in. When you hear the words of institution, please 
lift your elements; join eating and drinking when 
communion is distributed in church.  
 
Christmas Eve:  Should we remain in “Red” or go into 
“Grey” level, we will provide a live-streamed service 
only.  If the Region moves into “Orange” level, we will 
open our doors for the 4:00 / 7:00 / 10:00 pm services.  

. Details will be provided closer to that week
   

- Pastor Heike
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Photo Directory Update 
– Donna Finch 

I am delighted to announce that all the editorial 

materials for the new directory have been 

completed and submitted to IPC Canada Photo 

Services Inc.  We have been advised that upon 

receipt of the materials, it usually takes four to six 

weeks to prepare a proof of the directory.  Once we 

have received, proofread, and resubmitted it, the 

directories should be ready to be shipped within 30 

days.  However, with Covid-reduced conditions, it 

could take longer.   

Thank you to all involved with the February photo 

sittings:  

Sunday morning sign-ups:  Betty Eichholz, Joan 

Hackl, Darlene Hilborn, Mary Ann Lang, Barb 

Raddatz, Sharon Rehkopf, Elaine Schwartz, Lynette 

Wagner-Mills, Emily Woellner and Flo Winfield.   

 

Host/hostesses who phoned and greeted you:  

Darlene Brooks, Betty Eichholz, Dale Finch, Carol 

Harris, Darlene Hilborn, Mary Ann Lang, Barb 

Raddatz, Monika Rath, Lynette Wagner-Mills, and 

Flo Winfield. 

 

Opening and Closing each day for all February 

sittings:  Bob Berg 

 

Phone calls announcing the September sittings:   

Gay Anderson, Gloria Berg, Marilyn Colquhoun, 

Anita Gerstenkorn and Rev. Val Hennig. 

 

Confirmation calls for September sittings:  Darlene 

Brooks, Betty Eichholz, Carol Harris, Darlene 

Hilborn, Mary Ann Lang, and Barb Raddatz. 

Thank you to all involved with the September 

photo sittings: 

 

Planning and Covid-proofing the building:  our Ad 

Hoc committee consisting of Pastor Heike, Jane 

Hennig, Carl Hoffman, Helga Morrison, Kathy 

Thomsen and O.J. Wilura. 

Greeters, signs, & sanitizing:  Helga Morrison and 

O.J. Wilura. 

 

I wish to extend a huge thank you to Pastor Heike 

for all her advice, guidance and direction 

throughout the whole project.  Our Office 

Administrator, Helga Morrison, has gone above and 

beyond her duties in working with Pastor Heike and 

me and to produce the updated roster for the 

directory.  Also a huge thank you to Monica Lynch 

for designing the cover page and editorial pages of 

the directory, and to all of you who submitted or 

had your photos taken.  It’s been a huge 

undertaking and if I’ve missed anyone, please 

accept my apologies.  I hope and pray this new 

directory will help to build and strengthen our faith 

community and be a lasting keepsake to enjoy and 

share with future generations. 

– Donna Finch 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Heike and Pastor Reble  
November 15 service. 

 

- Photo by Pastor Heike 
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St. Luke’s Women 
 

Outreach:  

We have had the privilege of supporting 519 
Community Collective, a Facebook group which is 
working with the homeless and those in transition 
to housing in Kitchener, Waterloo and Cambridge.   

This is a report on the response from a lady who 
received a quilt made by Norma Wright.  This sweet 
soul was one of the many that we saw this 
evening.  She is 78 living sheltered but still comes to 
every outreach we have.  Tonight we were able to 
gift her with one of the beautiful quilts that was 
donated.  She was SO grateful!  She is quick witted, 
kind and humble.  Another real treasure not to be 
overlooked or forgotten! 

A special thank you to Bonita Ziegler and her friends 
for their gift of needed items which they delivered 

to the House of Friendship. 💚 

 

Canadian Food for Children:   

Canadian Food for Children program are in need of 
prayer, donations and volunteers.  A minimum of 
300 shipping containers are sent every year to over 
22 countries in need.  We thank you for your 
support. 

Thanks to everyone for your continuing support of 
our outreach programs.  Donations may be placed in 
the box at the educational wing entrance. 

If you are in need of yarn for our projects, our box 
of supplies has been replenished.  Please touch base 
with the office or Elaine Schwartz. 

- Gay Anderson  519 893-6827 

 

Roger & Jeanette Wyatt 

 

Salvation Army’s  

Christmas Mitten Tree of Hope 
 

Hats/toques: 97 
Ear muffs:   1 
Head band:   1 
Mitts: 58 pr. 
Socks: 87 pr. 
Scarves:   6 
Slippers:   2 
Men’s shirts: 18 
Men’s sweater:   1 

      
Many thanks and appreciation to all who donated. 

 

 

 

  Sunday School Crafts 
 

Front to Back:  
Anna Sutton and  
Mariah Searam 
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Bible Book Club  
 

Sign up now for the Bible Book Club!   
 
This year's Living Our Faith theme is "Read", and we 
are exhorted to dive in and unearth our bibles. 
 

We encourage everyone to sign up for our own 
Bible Book Reading Club - we want to take this 
theme and lift it into the next dimension! 
 

If you are interested in joining, please let Pastor 
Heike or the office know. 
 

December's focus is on the Book of Psalms. 
 
 
 

Meaning of the Advent Wreath 

The use of the wreath and candles during Advent are a 
longstanding tradition and is used as part of our spiritual 
preparation for Christmas. 

The wreath itself, which is made of various evergreens, 
signifies continuous life. The circle of the wreath, which 
has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, 
the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life we 
find in Christ. The wreath as a whole is meant to remind 
us of both the immortality of our souls and God’s 
promise of everlasting life to us through Christ. 

Each of the candles also has their own special 
significance. 

There are three blue or purple candles which represent 
prayer, penance, and sacrifice as well as one rose 
candle. The rose candle sometimes also called the 
“Shepherd Candle” represents rejoicing and is lit on the 
third Sunday of Advent. 

The first candle symbolizes HOPE.   It is sometimes called 
the “Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, 
especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. 

The second candle, also blue or purple, represents 
FAITH. It is called the “Bethlehem Candle” as a reminder 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 

The third candle is pink and symbolizes JOY. It is called 
the “Shepard’s Candle,” and is pink because rose is a 
liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is 
Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy 
that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well 
as the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of 
Advent. 

On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final blue or 
purple candle to mark the final week of prayer and 
penance as we wait for the birth of our Savior. This final 
candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizes peace. It 
reminds us of the message of the angels: “Peace on 
Earth, Good Will toward Men.” 

The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath 
and lit on Christmas Eve. This candle is called the “Christ 
Candle” and represents the life of Christ. The color white 
is for purity—because Christ is our sinless, pure Saviour. 

 
  



 

2020 December Newsletter – St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kitchener Page 7 

Digital Living Advent Calendar 
 

Each day a door in St. Luke’s Congregation opens with a 

new surprise. Members of the church send greetings and 

share their Advent and Christmas preparation activities 

with us. This is a wonderful project to keep us connected 

in this difficult time. Every morning a new video is 

available on YouTube (St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Kitchener). The video is posted as well on our 

Facebook Page (St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Kitchener) and on our Web Page (stlukeslutheran.ca). 

Subscribe to our channel on YouTube, ‘Like’ us on 

Facebook and you will be automatically informed when 

something new is uploaded. Or send Pastor Heike an 

email (pastor.heike@gmail.com) and subscribe to a daily 

email in Advent with the link to the Advent Calendar and 

a short musing from the pastor. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Our Hand Bell Choir during our 1st Advent live-streamed service November 29.Hand 

Bell Choir:  Center front: Gloria Berg   Left to Right: Kathy & Charlotte Thomsen, 

Alexandra Jucknies, Jeanette Wyatt, Helga Morrison, Emily Woellner, Mary Ann Lang 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief “Gifts from the Heart” 

CLWR vision is “A healthy and sustainable word where people live in peace with hope, justice, dignity and equality”.  
They provide food and nutrition, humanitarian assistance and development, refugee resettlement, and program called 
We Care. 
 

We appreciate everyone’s generous donation towards the Canadian Lutheran World Relief fund.  Catalogues for the 
“Gifts from the Heart” can be picked up from the basket between the doors by the education wings.  We hope everyone 
will continue to support this vital mission.   
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CHURCH EXECUTIVES: 
Chairperson: Jane Hennig 
Vice-Chair: O.J. Wilura 
Secretary:  Donna Finch 
Treasurer: Dave DeCoppel  
 

Council Members: 

Jane Hennig (Chair)  
O.J. Wilura  (Vice-Chair) 
Donna Finch (Secretary) 
Aaron Wilke 
Cathy Dowsling 
Darlene Hilborn 
Anita Gerstenkorn 
Mary Ann Lang 
Tim Wilke 
Bonita Ziegler 
Lynn Brooks 

 

Office Contact: 

Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Church E-mail: info@stlukeslutheran.ca 

Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

Pastor Heike: (519) 212-9952 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.heike@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Helga Morrison  

Music Director:  Gloria Berg 

 

Keep in touch… 
 

Visit our Website at 

stlukeslutheran.ca 
for our online worship services, 

Newsletters and updates. 
 

Like us on Facebook and 
subscribe to our  

YouTube Channel under 
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran  

Church, Kitchener 
 

Weekly Offerings 
 

We appreciate your support to meet our financial obligations 

during the pandemic. Please send your offerings in through the 

mail or drop it off in the church’s mailbox on the left side of the 

main entrance as you approach the church.  We are also 

accepting E-transfers for offerings as well.  

They can be sent to our email address, info@stlukeslutheran.ca  
or stlukes@rogers.com.  When the transfer is sent, you can put 
the designation into the comment box (current, benevolence, 
building, etc). 
 

Please contact Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com  

for the ‘secret’ question and answer. 
 
Our mail box is checked regularly; however for your peace of 
mind, arrangements can be made with Helga to ensure your 
offering is retrieved the day you drop it off. 
 
We are thankful for all who have recently joined PAR for their 
contributions during this time.  For PAR information, please 
contact the church office. 
 
We graciously thank all who have continued their generous 
offerings during this time. 

 
 

DEADLINE  
FOR  

JANUARY 
NEWSLETTER 

is  
December 18th 

mailto:info@stlukeslutheran.ca
mailto:stlukes@rogers.com
mailto:stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com
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