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Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

 

 

 

How was your summer? I hope you have been able 
to enjoy some carefree days. At some point this 
summer it felt almost like there was no pandemic 
anymore. Just the masks reminded us that 
something was different from so many summers 
before. The numbers of those who are fully 
vaccinated have been growing rapidly during the 
last few months; however, unfortunately the 
numbers of new infections from the Delta variant 
have as well. We have gone through so much, felt 
hope for an end to this pandemic, and now again 
there is talk about a fourth wave and uncertainty in 
regards to how variants and vaccinations will affect 
each other. And here we are hoping for a restart of 
life in our church building to find some normalcy to 
eventually continue with all our ministries and 
activities.  
 
We are at a point now where we need to accept 
that it won’t be as it was anymore. Our reality has 
changed – we need to live with the fact that there is 
a virus out there which we can’t defeat completely, 
and thus, we need to continue with wearing masks, 
social distancing, ventilate indoor rooms as much as 
possible, avoid too many people in tight spaces, and 
limit the spread of aerosols through singing for 
example. As much as this has an effect on our 
personal life, it has an effect on our church life as 
well. In the jungle of ever changing health rules, 
regulations and recommendations – the leadership 
team of St. Luke’s has to find its own way within the 
parameters of Public Health regulations and decide 
what is the right thing, the safest thing, to do for our 
congregation in our current situation. I understand 
that some decisions are hurtful. But we listen to you 
and your concerns, and we try to accommodate as 
much as we feel we are able to. In the end, the 
responsibility is on Council’s and the Pastor’s 

shoulders. I would never forgive myself if someone 
contracted the virus while being in our church. The 
spectrum of opinions, suggestions and ideas in our 
congregation are wide, and we take them all into 
consideration while never leaving our call out of 
view: To worship with word and sacrament, to 
spread God’s love into the community and into the 
world, to be a strong faith community which prays 
for and supports each other. We do this in different 
ways right now aiming to live up to our mission 
statement: All are Welcome! Yet, we know that 
there are still obstacles which will exclude people. 
 
I have shared my favorite Bible Quote from 2 
Timothy 1:7 with you several times:  For God did not 
give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 
power and of love and of self-discipline. Whenever I 
felt done with this pandemic and all the restrictions 
involved in the last few months or when worry crept 
in as to how our church will survive the next years 
or questioned if it will survive at all, I opened the 
bible and had a look at this verse. No, we are not 
cowards. Never ever think you are! We have the 
spirit of power and love and self-discipline. We are 
deeply challenged right now, but it is my utmost 
goal to never give up, to be mindful and to discern 
where the Holy Spirit is leading us. We may not like 
everything, but with the spirit of love we will tackle 
this. I’m excited for our ‘Restart’ in fall and I hope 
you are excited too. Please stay connected and 
share your thoughts, ideas, and concerns with either 
council members or with me. 
 
 

Blessings, Pastor Heike 

For a visit from the Pastor,  
please contact Pastor Heike at  

519-212-9952 

http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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Our Love & Prayers go out to all 

our Christian brothers and sisters 

who are ill, grieving or in long-

term care.   

Grace be to you and peace from 

God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Community Outreach 

A new committee has been formed to reach out 
into our own church community and the community 
in our surrounding area where we see the 
needs.  The present life/health situation leaves a lot 
of people in need both financially and spiritually. 
 
Our first project is a Community Box which will be 
placed in the left corner of the church yard between 
the three evergreen trees. Thank you to Rick Kraft 
for building the box and to Heather Meyer-Kraft for 
the art work. We would like to start by reaching out 
to the families of the school children from our 
neighbouring school. 
 
 
Left Photo: Thank you Rick Kraft and Heather Meyer-
Kraft for making this incredible Community Box. 
 
Right Photo (left to right): Jeanette Wyatt, Darlene 
Brooks, Heather Meyer-Kraft, Bonita Ziegler, and Gay 
Anderson. (Missing:  Elaine Schwartz and Donna Berscht) 
 

 
 

 
 
To begin, we are going to build a collection of books 
for the children to enjoy and then plan to expand to 
other items including school supplies.  We are 
happy to continue our association with the school, 
after our long standing Breakfast Club activities 
(which have now been disbanded). 
 
We are asking for donations of children's books for 
any age, new or nearly-new and up-to-date.  We 
would be grateful for any donations through 
September to get us started.  This project will be on-
going. Please place in the box marked "Books" 
between the doors at the education wing 
entrance.  Thank you! 
 
Pastor Heike will be dedicating this project on 
Sunday, September 12 during the Worship Service. 
 
Gay Anderson, Heather Meyer-Kraft   
Co-Chairs 
 

 
        Photos by Pastor Heike Toeller 

 

Volunteers 
 

NEW VOLUNTEERS are most welcome. 
 

Please consider… 

Ushering, Counting, Live-Streaming 
 

Please contact Helga at the church office for 
details on the various volunteer positions. 
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Confirmation Class 2021/2022 

Calling all youth born in 2007/2008/2009 to 

register for Confirmation Class.  

This year it is my hope that we will be able to meet 

in person for the whole confirmation season. Public 

Health regulations will be in place. Confirmation 

classes are supposed to run for one year with 

Confirmation taking place at the end of May or 

beginning of June. Those, born in 2009 can chose if 

they would like to register for Confirmation 2022 or 

if they would rather start in the fall of 2022 for 

Confirmation in 2023. Possible dates for classes will 

be either Fridays from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm or 

Sundays after Worship from 11:30 am until 12:30 

pm. The first class will take place on Friday, 

September 24. If interested, please get in touch with 

Pastor Heike (pastor.heike@gmail.com). 

 

Resumption of in-person Worship 

Service in the Sanctuary – Plans for 

September 

Following up with requests from the congregation, 

council decided to extend the Outdoor Worship 

Service until September 12 (unless the weather is 

inclement). Our first official in-person Worship 

Service in the Sanctuary will take place on 

September 19. Here are a few reminders for our 

return into the church. 

 No pre-registration needed. We will ask you to 

pre-register only for the Worship Services on 

Thanksgiving, All-Saints, Christmas or when 

there is a Baptism. 

 Wearing a mask and filling out a COVID-19 

screening form is mandatory. You are more than 

welcome to pick up copies from the church to fill 

out at home. 

 Please only come to church if you are feeling 

well. 

 If capacity limit in the sanctuary is reached, be 

prepared that you will be asked to worship with 

us in the Fellowship Hall, where live-stream is 

available. 

 We ask you to please not mingle in the church 

building, follow the instructions of the ushers 

and always keep your physical distance of 2 

meters. 

 Those entering and exiting the church through 

the doors adjacent to the school are asked to 

please be seated on the lectern side. 

 If you are entering the church from the south 

side, please use the entrance to the education 

wing and exit the sanctuary through the main 

door. You will be seated on the pulpit side. 

 There will be no congregational singing. 

 All washrooms will be open. Cleaning protocols 

need to be followed. 

 

We will adjust and revise on a permanent basis, 

always within Public Health rules and 

recommendations from the Synod. For now we are 

just thankful that we are able to worship together 

in-person. 

 

Blessing for the new school year 

All school aged children are invited to join our 

Outdoor Worship Service on September 12 for a 

special Family Worship Service. They will receive a 

blessing for the new school year and blessing tags 

for their backpacks. 

 

Sunday School 

In September and October, we will have special 

Family Sundays assigned with activities for the 

children throughout the Worship Service. We plan 

to be ready and set for regular Sunday School in 

November. Please keep your eyes open for more 

information as we are adjusting to the new 

situation. 
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Looking ahead – All Saints 

On All Saints Sunday, November 7, 2021 we will 

commemorate all our members who passed away 

this church year. There will be an occasion as well to 

commemorate non-members of our church or those 

who passed away a long time ago. If you have a 

beloved one who you would like to remember in a 

special way on All Saints Sunday, please contact 

Helga with name and date of passing by November 

3. 

 

Season of Creation  

September 1 to October 4 

During the 2021 Season of Creation from September 

1 to October 4, Christians on six continents get 

together for a time of restoration and hope, a 

jubilee for our Earth, and to discover radically new 

ways of living with creation. More than ever before, 

the global Christian family will unite to pray and 

take action for our common home. The theme for 

this year's Season of Creation is A Home for All? 

Renewing the Oikos of God. Oikos is the Greek 

word for "home" or "household." Watch out for 

prayers and meditations, and calls to action and 

advocacy to nurture faithful imagination to restore 

right, just, and sustainable relationships with the 

Earth and among all species.  

 

WEPP Team 

The ELCIC emphasis on ‘reading’ within the ‘Living 

Our Faith’ project has come to end now, which 

includes our Bible Book Club. A huge ‘Thank You’ to 

our WEPP Team (Rev. J.R. Bestvater, Tim Sutton, 

Rachel Sutton, Nahlah Jeorje-Carapanta and 

Alexandra Jucknies) for faithfully preparing the Bible 

Book Club readings with questions each week for us. 

The WEPP Team is currently working on 

implementing Bible Study Groups into our 

congregation. We will keep you updated.  

A personal Thank You  

from Pastor Heike to Donna Finch 

Donna Finch has gifted me different vestments from 

her late husband Rev. Dale Finch. I feel honored and 

blessed to wear Rev. Dale Finch’s vestments in our 

Worship Services. They are special to me. Thank you 

so much, Donna, for this generous gift.  

Pastor Heike 

 

St. Luke’s Women 

Two more shipments of quilts were taken to 
Canadian Food for Children for overseas relief. 

Our knitters have been busy - we are in need of 
more yarn.  If you are able to help, please drop yarn 
off at the church office or between the doors at the 
education wing. 

Thank you! 
Contact: Gay Anderson 519 893-6827 

 

Thanksgiving Decorating 

With the start of a new school year, our thoughts 
turn to fall and its festivals, Thanksgiving is on 
October 11th so we will be decorating the church on 
Saturday October 9th.  If anyone has plants, veggies, 
fruit, pumpkins, squash, canning etc. that we could 
use for decorating, please bring them to the church 
on Saturday, October 9th from 8:30 am - 9:00 am. 
 
Sharon Eggleston 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image from clparting.com 

https://seasonofcreation.org/
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Update from Finance Committee 

We hope everyone is enjoying this hot summer. It is hard 
to believe it is almost September. As members return to 
church (online or in person) after summer holidays, we 
want you to be aware of our financial position. At the 
end of July, our year-to-date expenses exceeded our 
income (donations, rent, etc.) by $16,370.89. Income 
includes the donations received in response to our 
Appeal in June. Thanks to all who responded to the 
Appeal.  
 

Year to date financial position 

  Income (donations, rent, etc.) $123,519.28 

Expenses  -$139,890.17 

  Net loss at end of July -$16,370.89 

    As we get back into our fall routines please reconsider 
your weekly offerings to St. Luke’s as we would like to 
end 2021 in a positive financial position.   
 
Thank you for your continued financial support for the 
ministry of St. Luke’s.  
 

Thanksgiving Envelope contributions 

will be designated for the  

Waterloo Region Food Bank 

Christine Petersen 

Finance Committee Chair 

 
 

 
Food Trucks 

‘Ish & Chips  

Need a break from cooking? 

‘Ish & Chips are back in our church parking lot  

Wednesday evenings from 4:00-7:30 pm 

 

Social distancing is in place when you arrive. 
 

 
 

 
 

Make a Wish Foundation 

5th Annual 

Ice Cream for Breakfast Fundraiser 
September 18 

8:30 am – 12 noon 
Stanley Park Community Centre 

Franklin St. N  Kitchener 
 

For more information and to participate,  
please visit www.icrecreamforbreakfast.ca  

 

 
 

 
Isolde Emmelmann thanks everyone for 

your heartfelt wishes for her 80th Birthday! 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.icrecreamforbreakfast.ca/
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Church Council News and Updates 
 

Church Council met August 23rd in-person for the 
first time in well over a year. It was good to share 
some of our life’s joys again. The financial reports 
were shared by Christine Peterson. The report 
included highlights of summer giving, expenses and 
an accounting of our contributions to the Eastern 
Canada Synod. As of the end of June we have 
contributed $8,259.88 of our $20,000 commitment 
for this year. Missions and St. Peter’s TV ministry 
account for an additional $1,500 to the Synod 
account. 
 
A larger portion of our meeting was spent in 
informative discussion and sharing of ideas on the 
reopening of the church for services. Using the 
guidelines from the Eastern Synod, we developed 
common understandings for the congregation 
regarding extending outdoor worship, singing, 
baptisms, and celebrating Communion. As we move 
forward in our congregational life together, please 
feel free to share your thoughts with council 
members. We appreciate your openness and many 
good suggestions. COVID is not quite finished with 
us yet and we need to keep everyone’s health and 
safety in mind. 
 

 
 
A sincere thank you is extended to the Monday 
Morning Property Team. Our gardens and building 
have been in careful hands during the summer 
season. Members of the group have been very 
diligent in spotting a plumbing leak and parking lot 
repairs. Again, Thank You! 
 
A new sign will appear curbside at the church soon. 
Please watch for “Hate has no Home Here” This is a 
timely reminder.  
 
Please stay healthy and safe! 
 
Cathy Dowsling 
Council Co-Chair 
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Council Members: 
 

Council Co-Chairs:  
     Cathy Dowsling and Tim Wilke 
Past Council Chair: Jane Hennig  
Secretary: O.J. Wilura  
 
Darlene Hilborn 
Anita Gerstenkorn 
Mary Ann Lang 
Bonita Ziegler 
Lynn Brooks 

 

Standing Committee Chairs: 
 

Finance:  Christine Petersen 
Mutual Ministry:  
     Kathy Thomsen and Jane Hennig 
Worship & Music:  Kathy Thomsen 
Property Mgmt: Vic Lytle 
Christian Ministry & Parish Life: TBA 
WEPP:  Rev. Heike Toeller 
 

 
 

Office Contact: 
 

Church Office 
(519) 893-3826 

Email: info@stlukeslutheran.ca 
OR stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com 

 
Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

 
Pastor Heike  

(519) 212-9952 
Email: pastor.heike@gmail.com 

 
Office Administrator 

Helga Morrison 
 

Music Director 
Gloria Berg 

 
Treasurer 

Dave DeCoppel 
 

 
 

Weekly Offerings 

 

We appreciate your support to meet our financial obligations 

during the pandemic. Please send your offerings in through the 

mail or drop it off in the church’s mailbox on the left side of the 

main entrance as you approach the church.   

We are also accepting E-transfers, which are now set up as 

automatic deposits; so there is no need for secret 

question/answer.  Please send eTransfers to our email address 

at stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com   

When the transfer is sent, you can put the designation into the 

comment box (current, benevolence, building, etc). 

Please contact Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com  

if you have any questions. 
 
Our mail box is checked regularly; however, for your peace of 
mind, arrangements can be made with Helga to ensure your 
offering is retrieved the day you drop it off. 
 
We are thankful for all who have recently joined PAR for their 
contributions during this time.  For PAR information, please 
contact the church office. 
 
We graciously thank all who have continued their generous 
offerings during this time. 

Keep in touch… 
 

Visit our Website at www.stlukeslutheran.ca  

for our online worship services, Newsletters and updates. 
 

Like us on Facebook and subscribe to our  
YouTube Channel under 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kitchene

DEADLINE FOR 
Nov-Dec NEWSLETTER 

is October 15th  

mailto:stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com
mailto:stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com
http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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