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Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

November 2021 Newsletter 

 

 

Perception 
 
This year I found it very difficult to let go of summer. 
With some melancholy, I look back at those carefree 
days on the beach and - dwelling on the colours of the 
sunset, listening to the squeals of the seagulls, feeling 
the sand between my toes - the pandemic is a faded 
memory of the past. Thank goodness we were blessed 
with some beautiful and warm fall 
days. As always, fall has shown us 
how beautiful it is to let things go. 
Ready or not – now we are 
entering the darkest time of the 
year: November, with its solemn 
commemoration days, like All 
Saints, Night of the Broken Glass, 
and Remembrance Day. Grey and 
rainy days are ahead. Although 
there is the tendency to hop right 
from Halloween (or better: 
Reformation Day) to Christmas, 
this solemn time of the year is an 
important time in our yearly cycle. 
The Lutheran Church embraces 
these times as much as the joyful 
holidays like Christmas and Easter. 
I often hear that our Lutheran 
Worship is too serious and the 
music should be more uplifting. As 
a Lutheran Christian I love how our liturgy reflects the 
different facets of the church year. Then again, the 
church year reflects in a compact way the facets of our 
life – everything has its time. There are times of 
sadness and joy, of pain and healing, of loss and gain. 
Life is broken, never a straight line and all this in its 
diversity has a place in our Worship Service. Although, 
I acknowledge the longing to eliminate sorrow, pain 
and suffering from our lives, this is an impossible thing 
to do, as it belongs to our being human as much as 
eating, drinking and sleeping does. Nevertheless, we 
don’t dwell in it either, because we are Easter people, 

which means we are people of hope. This leads me to 
a discovery from one of my trips this summer.  I spent 
a few days with my family in Ottawa and we visited 
different museums. I was fascinated by an exhibit in 
the Canada Science and Technology Museum called 
‘Perception’. There was an object that looked like a 
ruffled dandelion or some mutilated orange Corona 
Virus (see picture) – at least it was something that 
actually doesn’t make sense, besides being odd and 

strange. The provided text to the 
object read, ”some things are revealed 
only in the light – and only at just the 
right angle. When the light hits these 
objects in a certain way an image 
emerges from the shadows.” So, this 
object put into the light in the right 
angle reveals the word ‘Perception’ 
(and a grumpy emoji). That got me 
thinking: how do we perceive the dark 
times in our lives? Those odd and 
strange times that don’t make sense? I 
might think that our solemn month of 
November is the time where lots of 
pain and suffering is mingled together. 
Our Worship reflects this in word and 
music, which in a certain way is turning 
it into the right angle. In prayer we can 
turn to Jesus Christ and ask to shine 
His light on our mixed feelings, so that 
something new can emerge out of the 

shadows. The interesting part is that the new thing 
was already there, but we weren’t able to see it. It is 
only visible for us in the light. Only the interaction of 
shadow and light lets us fully see. Life lived in its 
fullest means both – shadow and light, and with the 
help of Jesus we are able to see all the possibilities 
which are hidden in the shadows. It’s just a question 
of perception. 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Heike 

http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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For a visit from the Pastor,  
please contact Pastor Heike at  

519-212-9952 

 
 

Church Council Updates 
 
To all of our fellow members in the congregation, a 
sincere thanks for being patient and understanding 
during these current times. Thank you to our many 
committees who give us guidance as well.  All of you 
are appreciated. 
 
The Council continues to meet on a monthly basis to 
oversee the work of our church. We have added a 
Land Acknowledgment for the Indigenous People of 
Canada to the formal beginning of our meetings and 
recommend all of our committees begin with a similar 
statement.  
 
Here are the highlights of our recent meetings: 
 
With the recent Government and Synodical changes to 
the Covid regulations, we are pleased and encouraged 
to announce that we are moving towards another 
milestone on Sunday, November 14. Singing with 
masks on, hymnals in the pews and a new registration 
procedure for services will begin. We are asking all 
members of the congregation over the age of 12 to 
present their vaccination documentation to the 
registration desk at each service. During the month of 
November and December we will gradually add to the 
numbers of people attending in the church proper. 
Our hope is to have the church fully open in time for 
our two Christmas Eve services that will be held at 
4:00 and 7:00pm.  
 
We continue to monitor our financial situation. Our 
deficit has greatly increased in the current account 
which pays for our day-to-day expenses and our staff. 
We encourage all of the members of our congregation 
to add a little extra to their envelopes to the current 
account to help make up our shortfall at this time. 
 
Church rentals continue to be an additional revenue 
source to help support our work in the church and give 
back to the larger community. Our parish hall, kitchen 
and other spaces are available for renting for family 
events and meetings. Please let other families know of 

this affordable and great opportunity. Currently, the 

International Pentecostal Mission Church in Toronto is in 
final negotiations with us to rent our worship space on 
Sunday afternoons so they can begin services as a 
mission in the Waterloo Region. 
 
There are two new initiatives for which council has 
given approval. We are joining with other Lutheran 
congregations in the area to learn about and gain an 
understanding of the Indigenous People on whose 
traditional lands we live and work. Sessions will be 
held once per month in 2022 covering key concepts 
and understandings. Stay tuned for more information. 
As well, we are embarking on a journey to the future. 
The ‘Dream Team’ with the guidance of Pastor Heike 
and the organization EDGE of the United Church in 
Canada will be working towards an updated and 
forward-looking mission, vision and value statement 
for St. Luke’s. 
 
The Congregation will be electing new members of 
council at the 2022 Congregational Meeting.  At this 
time, please prayerfully consider filling this role. 
Please let Pastor Heike know if you are interested. 

 
Respectfully, 
Cathy Dowsling, Co-Chair of Church Council  
 
 

Volunteer Bookkeeper 

The Finance Committee is looking for a member or 

friend of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church with a 

bookkeeping background to assist with the books. 

If you have this background or have a working 

knowledge of QuickBooks and have a few hours a 

week to gift your skills to the church this may be the 

right role for you.   

To see a complete volunteer role description for this 

position please contact: 

Christine Petersen 
Chair of Finance Committee 

Christine.Petersen60@gmail.com    
 

Thank you for considering this opportunity to give of 

your time to the work of St. Luke’s. 

mailto:Christine.Petersen60@gmail.com
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Our Love and Prayers go out to 
all our Christian brothers and 
sisters who are ill, grieving or 
in long-term care.   
 
Grace be to you and peace 
from God our Father, and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Memorial Tree for Chuck Stuebing 

The Property Team donated and planted a Gingko 
Biloba tree in memory of their deceased member 
Chuck Stuebing. The Gingko tree is a very special 
tree. It is actually native to China and first appeared 
over 290 million years ago. Thus, it is one of the 
oldest tree species which is still around. Its leaves 
are pretty unique as they are fan shaped, 

some with a cut in the middle. Traditional Chinese 
Medicine uses the extract from the leaves as 
cognitive enhancers. The Gingko Biloba is a survival 
specialist. An example of the Gingko’s tenacity may 
be seen in Hiroshima, Japan. Six trees were growing 
between 1-2 kilometres from the 1945 atom bomb 
explosion. They were among the few living things in 
the area to survive the blast, even though almost all 
other plants in the area were killed. In 1815 the 
famous German poet Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
wrote a lovely poem about the leaves of the tree.  
 
Thank you so much to the Property Team for the gift 

of such a special tree with so much symbolism, and 

for keeping alive the memory of a very special 

person, who had done so much for St. Luke’s. 

Pastor Heike 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Photo: Roger Wyatt, Vic Lytle, Werner Schnittke, Bob Pitz, Bob Berg, Ken Wolfe, 

Don Snow, Ed Gerstenkorn. Missing: Carl Hoffman 
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Update from your Finance Committee 
 
We hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving and is 
enjoying the beautiful fall colours. We are providing 
another update on our financial position as it has 
not improved since our last update. At the end of 
September, our year-to-date expenses exceeded 
our income (donations, rent, etc.) by $23,894.65. 
Income includes the donations received in response 
to our Appeal in June. Thanks to all who responded 
to the Appeal.  
 
Year to date financial position  
(to end of September) 

  Income (donations, rent, etc.) $151,544.58 
Expenses  -$175,439.23 

  Negative position at the end of 
September -$23,894.65 

   
Donations for Benevolence and Building are at or 
exceeding Budget while Current Account donations 
are well below Budget. It is the Current account 
donations that pay for operating the church 
including salaries for the pastor, music director, 
office administrator, utilities, streaming costs and 
maintenance.  As a result, we ask that you please 
consider redirecting your donations to Current.  We 
would like to end 2021 in a positive financial 
position.   
 
Thank you for your continued financial support for 
the ministry of St. Luke’s.  
 
Christine Petersen 
Finance Committee Chair 
 
 

Mini Bazaar November 14 

The Bazaar Team invites you on November 14 after 

the Worship Service (approx. 11:00 am) to 

purchase Christmas Decorations by donation in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Sunday School 

The next Sunday School Classes and Family Worship 

Services take place on: 

Sunday, November 21 (Creating Christmas Cards) 
Sunday, December 12 (Christmas Crafts) 
 

Confirmation Class 

This year we have five confirmation students who 
joined Confirmation Class in September. Welcome 
Christopher Hanley, Megan Janssen, Selma Toeller, 
Abigail and Brendan Ziegler. Part of the group 
received their Acolyte Training with Cathy Wilke – 
so, we will see them now more often during the 
Worship Service.  
 

Next Confirmation Classes 
Fridays at 6:00 pm: 

November 5, November 19 
December 3, December 17 

Photo: Acolyte Training – Selma Toeller, Megan 
Janssen, Christopher Hanley, and Cathy Wilke. 

 

Live-Streaming 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Training will be provided. 

 
Please contact Helga at the church office for details. 
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Living Our Faith - Worship 

Beginning this September, ELCIC members have 
been invited to join in a year of worship as a part of 
the four-year Living our Faith emphasis. As a whole 
church, we will learn about worship, grow in our 
experience of worship and deepen our regular daily 
devotional practice. Each week the ELCIC will post a 
reflection from a member on their worship practice 

 
on the ELCIC social media channels and in ELCIC 
News. Do you have a special way that you engage in 
a daily devotion or worship practice? We would love 
to hear your submission of an idea or suggestion on 
how others might become more engaged in a daily 
devotional practice. Please email your reflection to 
pastor.heike@gmail.com. This will be posted in our 
newsletters and on our social media channel.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stanley Park Eats: 
Please drop off items in the boxes between the glass doors by the education wing.   
 
Ingredients needed: 
Jasmine rice, basmati rice, brown rice, rigatoni pasta, rice stick noodles, chickpeas, mixed kidney beans, black 
beans, dry green lentils, dry red lentils, vegetable stock, beef stock, crushed tomatoes, tomato paste, tomato 
sauce, coconut milk, Worcestershire, tamari, hoisin sauce, ketchup, wow butter, olive oil, dill pickles, low fat 
mayo, Dijon mustard, brown sugar, molasses, white wine vinegar, cider vinegar, garlic powder, onion powder, 
curry powder, chili powder, cumin, paprika, thyme, basil, oregano, white pepper, turmeric. 

Since I was little I always had an Advent Calendar. 
First one with small presents in it, then with 
chocolate and since I’m an adult I grant myself every 
year with a devotional art calendar.  
 
I love the combination of art and word as the art 
helps me to reflect the word from a different angle 
and get deeper insights.  
 

Usually in the evening when the house gets quiet, I 
‘open’ my Advent Calendar, light a candle and take 
my Bible. First I read the text and then I look at the 
picture. I let my thoughts roam, wherever they want 
to go.  
 
It’s an interesting journey with no certain goal.  
I love these short quiet times in December. 
Pastor Heike 
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Living Advent Calendar 
 
As our Living Advent Calendar on YouTube brought 
lots of joy last year, we will have another one this 
year. Please let Pastor Heike know by November 29 
if you would like to open the door to your house for 
us and show us your talent and creativity. The 
possibilities are endless – you can show a beloved 
Christmas or Advent Tradition, read a story, sing a 
song, show a craft, share your favorite recipe, 
whatever comes to mind. If you need help with 
recording, let Pastor Heike know as well and she will 
stop by to make a video.  
 

St. Luke’s Women 

Our committee intends on starting our meetings up 
again in the New Year - hurrah! 

We are continuing with our good works: 

 The Fellowship of the Least Coin jar has been 
put back out in the narthex - hope you have 
been saving your nickels! 
 

 Knitting has continued; thanks to those who 
have been making pneumonia vests, prayer 
shawls and afghans 
 

 Thank you to those who have continued on our 
sewing projects - quilts and dresses 
 

 Our current collectibles list is on the bulletin 
board, along with needs for the House of 
Friendship and Food for Children; these needs 
are ongoing and we distribute the goods as we 
receive them. 
 

 Please note that Food for Children are very 
thankful for our donations - the need is great 
and we would appreciate if you could spread 
the word around.  Needed items are clothing, 
household items, bedding, toys, school 
supplies, tools, sewing needs, knitting and craft 
supplies, pneumonia vests, and hospital 
supplies. Gay Anderson volunteers there and 
can take any donated items in weekly. 
Questions - 519 893-6827. 
 

 ALWAYS in need of yarn - our knitters are fast! 
 

 A donation was sent to Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief in aid of Myanmar (Africa) after a 
natural disaster in the country. 
 

For now, please place any donations in between the 
doors by the education wing until we are back to 
our regular processes. 

 

Salvation Army Tree of Hope  

The Mitten Tree is up and available for donations 
until the end of the November. 
 
The following items are 
greatly appreciated:   
 
Mitts & gloves, slippers, 
hats, scarves, socks.   
 
Only new items please. 
 
 

Community Outreach 
 
Thanks to everyone for assisting us in donating 
books for our Blessings Box; the box has turned out 
to be a great success.  Any additional donations may 
be left in the gold box marked "Books" between the 
education wing doors.  This will be an ongoing 
project.  We ask that the books be current and in 
good condition, thanks. 
 
A bookmark has been designed to be included with 
the books with our church information on it. Our 
next project will be making goody bags of school 
supplies for the children.  Please watch for 
information on what items we will be collecting. 
Once again, this year, we will be making Christmas 
packages for the sick and shut-in.  They were very 
well received last year! 
 
We have reinstated our church card program to 
celebrate special occasions and send greetings of 
cheer when needed. 
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News from the Dream Team 

Where do we go from here? 
 
Over the past 19 months, as our community has 

navigated its way through this global pandemic, we 

have all been aware of the immediate challenges 

that we face as individuals, families, and 

communities. What has also become apparent in 

congregations across the Eastern Synod, is that 

many of the issues that have concerned our 

congregations for some time, such as declining 

membership and income, have been accelerated by 

the prolonged period of remote worship and 

community diaspora prompted by the pandemic. 

Even as we take the first steps to return to in-person 

worship and ache for a return to the normalcy of life 

together, the realities are hitting home: it will be a 

long time before things return to our pre-pandemic 

experience, if they ever do.  

As a congregation, we stand at a crucial point in 

time. God is calling us into an unknown and 

uncertain future, even as we long for the familiar 

certainties of the past. As a church, we are a bit like 

the children of Israel, having passed through the 

chaos of the Red Sea. We pause on the far shore, 

looking forward into an unknown wilderness. Even 

as we long for the security of the past, we hope for 

a new and Promised Land that lies beyond the 

horizon. While our future is in God’s hands, it is 

difficult to know the way forward.  

This is why we have formed a Dream Team for our 

congregation – a Team that has begun a process of 

discerning where we are being called as a 

community of faith, in what we hope will soon be a 

post-pandemic world. We have all been changed by 

the experience of these past 19 months and so it 

will take time for us to discern where we go from 

here.  

We have reached out to Dr. Mark Harris, consultant 

for Congregational Re-Development of the Eastern 

Synod to support this process of discernment. The 

Dream Team met with Mark end of August. After his 

presentation of the redevelopment process, it was 

decided to recommend to council to work on a 

congregational Mission, Vision and Value statement. 

At its meeting on October 25, council has given the 

green light to proceed with the process. A part of 

our current Dream Team (Pastor Neil, Tim Wilke, 

Donna Finch, Cathy Dowsling and Pastor Heike) will 

work through a future directions process over the 

next 8 months. This will be a collaborative process 

that takes stock of the assets within and challenges 

faced by our congregation and needs of our wider 

community. The Mission, Vision and Value 

statement will be brought back to Church Council 

and the congregation for discussion, refinement, 

and eventual approval. This will then provide 

direction for the congregation’s next steps into the 

future.  

This discernment process will commence under the 

guidance of EDGE, the Network for Ministry 

Development. EDGE is a resource of the United 

Church in Canada and a partner with the Synod’s 

Office of Congregational Redevelopment Services. 

The process will also be undertaken collaboratively 

with similar working groups from three other 

churches in our Synod.  

Please do not hesitate to submit any ideas or 

concerns to our current Dream Team – Pastor Neil, 

Tim Wilke, Donna Finch, Barb Pitz, Heather Meyer-

Kraft and Pastor Heike. Parallel to creating a Vision, 

Mission and Value Statement the Dream Team is 

currently working on different (smaller) projects to 

enliven our church life. This is an exciting time to 

walk in new ways and to try out new things. Be part 

of it! 

Pastor Heike 

Poinsettia Fund 

Contributions are being accepted for 
poinsettias for the Sanctuary in celebration 

or memory of a loved one.  Poinsettia 
envelopes will be provided on the entrance 

tables and through December. 
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Council Members: 
 

Council Co-Chairs:  
     Cathy Dowsling and Tim Wilke 
Past Council Chair: Jane Hennig  
Secretary: O.J. Wilura  
Darlene Hilborn 
Anita Gerstenkorn 
Mary Ann Lang 
Bonita Ziegler 
Lynn Brooks 

 

Standing Committee Chairs: 
 

Finance:  Christine Petersen 
Mutual Ministry:  
     Kathy Thomsen and Jane Hennig 
Worship and Music:  Kathy Thomsen 
Property Mgmt: Vic Lytle 
Christian Ministry and Parish Life: TBA 
Community Outreach: Gay Anderson 
     and Heather Meyer-Kraft 
Dream Team: Rev. Heike Toeller 
WEPP:  Rev. Heike Toeller 
Sunday School: Darlene Brooks 
 

Office Contact: 
 

Church Office 
(519) 893-3826 

Email: info@stlukeslutheran.ca 
OR stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com 

 
Office Hours:  

M/W/Th 9:00am – 1:00pm 
 

Website:   
stlukeslutheran.ca 

 
Pastor Heike  

(519) 212-9952 
Email: pastor.heike@gmail.com 

 
Office Administrator 

Helga Morrison 
 

Music Director 
Gloria Berg 

 
Treasurer 

Dave DeCoppel 
 

Weekly Offerings 
 

We appreciate your support to meet our financial obligations 

during the pandemic. Please send your offerings in through the 

mail or drop it off in the church’s mailbox on the left side of the 

main entrance as you approach the church.   

We are also accepting E-transfers, which are now set up as 

automatic deposits; so there is no need for secret 

question/answer.  Please send e-Transfers to our email address 

at stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com   

When the transfer is sent, you can put the designation into the 

comment box (current, benevolence, building, etc). 

Please contact Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com  

if you have any questions. 
 
Our mail box is checked regularly; however, for your peace of 
mind, arrangements can be made with Helga to ensure your 
offering is retrieved the day you drop it off. 
 
We are thankful for all who have recently joined PAR for their 
contributions during this time.  For PAR information, please 
contact the church office. 
 
We graciously thank all who have continued their generous 
offerings during this time. 

Keep in touch… 
 

Visit our Website at www.stlukeslutheran.ca  

for our online worship services, Newsletters and updates. 
 

Like us on Facebook and subscribe to our  
YouTube Channel under 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kitchener 
 

DEADLINE FOR 
Dec-Jan NEWSLETTER 

is November 15th 

mailto:stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com
mailto:stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com
http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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