
2021 April Newsletter – St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Page 1 

 

Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

April 2021 Newsletter 

 

Easter in difficult times 

Remember last year when we went into the first 
lockdown and our hopes were high about being back in 
church for our Easter Worship Service? Who would have 
thought that we wouldn’t be able to celebrate Easter 
together again in the way we did in pre-COVID times? I 
acknowledge that this is difficult for all of us and that we 
are craving the personal encounters and celebrations. I 
acknowledge, as well, the grieving for missed 
opportunities and freedom to travel and to go wherever 
we want to go. I acknowledge the mourning for the loss 
of loved ones and celebrations of life postponed or never 
held – and yet, Easter is coming. Before we celebrate the 
triumph of life over death we have to first walk through 
the dark valley – whether we want to or not.  
 
What is our perspective on Easter 2021? Are we looking 
into the grave or out of the grave? Are we looking back 
at the year of pandemic as a year of loss and sacrifice? 
Every Easter morning gives us the chance to change our 
perspective. The Easter message is comforting, and gives 
us courage to try out this new perspective wherever 
death or a dead end appears. It helps us to see the 
chances that each crisis bears within itself. It empowers 
us to embrace change and to ask ourselves if we are still 
discerning where the Holy Spirit leads us. It gives us 
courage to open our ears and to listen to others, to their 
faith stories, to their experiences, and to see life in the 
bright light of Easter, to believe that Jesus Christ will be 
with us always, until the end of the age. 

 
What could this change of perspective look like?  
Maybe like this– Resurrection is when… 
 
...  in spring nature awakens to new life  
...  after a long time of mourning, I'm able to feel the joy 

of life again 
...  despite my many mistakes and weaknesses, I am 

accepted by others just as I am  
...  I feel that someone loves me  
...  I have mastered a task well  
...  there is reconciliation after a fight  

...  I come out of a tricky situation unscathed  

...  I receive forgiveness for the things I have done wrong 
or left undone 

...  I can laugh and sing with joy 

...  I get to know a person better who is a stranger to me  

...  the beautiful chirping of the birds wakes me up in the 
morning  

... I am amazed, together with parents, about the miracle 
of birth 

… I acknowledge physical distancing and vaccination in a 
pandemic as an act of charity  

 
There is still an abundance of things which can be added 
to this list. Not that hard, this change of view is it? As 
always, God promised us that we don’t have to deal with 
all this by ourselves. We are not alone in this; Jesus 
Christ is with us, always and forever. As Easter people we 
are invited to stand right by Jesus’ side and take on his 
perspective. Not to look into the grave, but to look into 
life and to be Easter people – people who embrace life to 
the fullest and people who love with all their heart. 
 
Wishing you all a blessed and Happy Easter! 
 

Blessings, Pastor Heike 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Courtyard photo by helga morrison 
 
 

Getting vaccinated is an act of charity! 
Dr. Kelly Grindrod,  

University of Waterloo School of Pharmacy 
  

http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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Our Love & Prayers go out to all 

our Christian brothers and sisters 

who are ill, grieving or in long-

term care.   

Grace be to you and peace from 

God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

The Month of April 
 
You may have noticed that the highlight colour for each 
month’s newsletter has been the birthstone colour of 
that month:  January (garnet), February (amethyst), and 
March (emerald); although I chose more of a seagrass for 
March.  
 

 
The birthstone for April is 
diamond and it’s really hard to 
make an accent with that colour.  
However, the birth flowers for 
April are the Daisy and Sweet Pea. 
There are several colours of 
Sweet Pea, but the most common 
is the soft pink to reddish as 
shown in this photo. 
 
Enjoy!  Helga Morrison 

 
 
2022 ELCIC National Convention 
 
The Eastern Synod will be electing delegates this June to 

the 2022 ELCIC National Convention. If you wish to 

nominate someone for the election ballot at the Synod 

Assembly, please have the Endorsement and 

Biographical Forms completed and returned to synod 

office by April 25 (see link below). 

https://easternsynod.org/resource/nomination-and-

election-of-eastern-synod-delegates-to-2022-elcic-

national-convention/ 

 

Holy Week and Easter at St. Luke’s 
 
All Worship Services will be live-streamed on our 

YouTube channel: St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Kitchener. Listed below are the live-stream 

start times. A video of the Worship Service is 

available after the live-stream has ended. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1: 7:00 pm 
Good Friday, April 2: 10:00 am 

Easter Sunday, April 4: 10:00 am 
 
We acknowledge that this is a difficult time and 
invite you to join in actively from the comfort of 
your home: sing, pray, listen, watch, and participate 
in Holy Communion (please have wine and bread 
ready). 
 

Holy Week and Easter Projects 
 
Paper leaf prayers:  
There will be paper palm leaves available in the 
basket between the glass doors to the education 
wing. You are more than welcome to pick one up 
and write a prayer on the leaf. Drop your prayers off 
in the mailbox at church by Maundy Thursday. The 
leaves will be brought to the cross on Good Friday 
and included in our prayers.  
 
Easter in a bag:  
‘Easter in a bag’ is back! There will be little bags 
available with Easter surprises in a basket between 
the glass doors to the education wing. Please take 
one or two home and, if you are able to deliver 
some to our homebound members in your 
neighbourhood, that would be wonderful and highly 
appreciated. 
 

Bible Book Reading in April 

In April, the Bible Book Club will focus on the prophet 
Amos. The next Bible Book Club meeting takes place on 
Friday, April 30 @ 7:00 pm. It will be announced a week 
before the meeting if this is a virtual or an in-person 
meeting. 
 

  Special offerings from Ash Wednesday, Lent Maundy Thursday and Good Friday are 

designated towards Benevolence.  Easter offering is designated towards the historical  

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church TV Ministry.  
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St. Luke's Women 

We are continuing to carry on our 
programmes during this time of closure.  Thank you 
to all who are participating. 

 A special thank you to all who donated items to 
keep the migrant workers warm! 
 

 We have made our annual donation to Lutheran 
Hour Ministries to assist with television 
broadcasts of Sunday church services. 
 

 Our knitters continue to make items for our 
various ministries - prayer shawl ministry, 
Salvation Army mitten tree, pneumonia vests. 
 

 Our sewers are making quilts and children's 
dresses. 
 

 Please continue to save your nickels for The 
Fellowship of the Least Coin.  Our collection jar 
will be out as soon as we open up again. 
 

 Once the agencies are open again, we will 
continue collecting items for those in need.   
Stay posted. 
 

NEEDED: At the moment, we are in need of yarn, 
material and cotton sheets for our projects we are doing 
at home.  If you are able, please drop items off at the 
church or in the entrance at the Sunday School wing. 
 

The Kitchener Waterloo Community 
Spirit Lions Club 

 

Plant and Book Sale 
Saturday, May 15, 2021 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

317 Franklin St N, Kitchener 
 

The Kitchener Waterloo Community Spirit Lions Club is 

excited to host a plant and book sale in St. Luke’s parking 

lot on Saturday May 15.  Your kind support for this first-

time event is greatly appreciated.  Our goal is to provide 

a wide variety of plants and books for sale.   

To ensure we have sufficient plants and books to sell, we 

would welcome your donations.  Our Lions Club is able to 

provide you with pots to help with the transplanting.   

For more information or to arrange a pick-up of your 

donation, please contact Shirley Ruller at 

srow@rogers.com  or Cheryl, our donations coordinator, 

at cheryl.grant@sympatico.ca. 

When caring people come together and take action to 

make their community better, it’s a beautiful thing.  As a 

service club, we appreciate the ongoing support of our 

community’s businesses, organizations, and especially 

the individuals who share our goal of building a better 

future. 

For over 100 years, Lions Clubs around the globe have 

been putting the needs of our neighbours, communities, 

and our world first.  We look back on our past with pride, 

but we know it is only the beginning.  Every day we 

continue to build upon our legacy with the goal of having 

an even greater impact on the future.  In 2020, the 

Kitchener Waterloo Community Spirit Lions Club donated 

more than $19,000; supporting our children through 

initiatives like Nutrition for Learning and Food for Kids; 

helping our young adults at Monica Place and One Roof; 

and assisting older adults in need through Toasty Toes.   

We are very grateful to St. Luke’s for allowing us the use 

of your parking lot on May 15.  While we have not set a 

monetary goal, we are confident that our community will 

come out to generously support this event. We look 

forward to seeing you on Saturday, May 15, and thank 

you in advance for any donation you are able to make to 

our event. 

Contacts:  

Cheryl Grant:  cheryl.grant@sympatico.ca 
Shirley Ruller:  srow@rogers.com 

 

 

A Dollar a Day in May 

You may remember from last year that the “Change for 
Change” fundraiser was replaced by “A Dollar a Day in 
May”.  The money raised from this goes directly towards 
the Servant’s Heart Pregnancy Resource Center. 
 
Anyone wishing to donate towards this cause can specify 
Servant’s Heart (or S.H.) on the line “Other” on their 
envelope. 
 
We appreciate your help. 
 

Blessings, Vic Lytle 
 

mailto:srow@rogers.com
mailto:cheryl.grant@sympatico.ca
mailto:cheryl.grant@sympatico.ca
mailto:srow@rogers.com
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Council Members: 

Jane Hennig  
O.J. Wilura   
Cathy Dowsling 
Darlene Hilborn 
Anita Gerstenkorn 
Mary Ann Lang 
Tim Wilke 
Bonita Ziegler 
Lynn Brooks 

 

Office Contact: 

Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Church E-mail: info@stlukeslutheran.ca 
OR stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com 

Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

Pastor Heike: (519) 212-9952 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.heike@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Helga Morrison  

Music Director:  Gloria Berg 

 
 
 

Weekly Offerings 

 

We appreciate your support to meet our financial obligations 

during the pandemic. Please send your offerings in through the 

mail or drop it off in the church’s mailbox on the left side of the 

main entrance as you approach the church.  We are also 

accepting E-transfers for offerings as well.  

They can be sent to our email address, 
stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com 

or info@stlukeslutheran.ca.   
When the transfer is sent, you can put the designation into the 

comment box (current, benevolence, building, etc). 
 

Please contact Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com  

for the ‘secret’ question and answer. 
 
Our mail box is checked regularly; however, for your peace of 
mind, arrangements can be made with Helga to ensure your 
offering is retrieved the day you drop it off. 
 
We are thankful for all who have recently joined PAR for their 
contributions during this time.  For PAR information, please 
contact the church office. 
 
We graciously thank all who have continued their generous 
offerings during this time. 

 

 

Keep in touch… 
 

Visit our Website at 

stlukeslutheran.ca 
for our online worship services, 

Newsletters and updates. 
 

Like us on Facebook and 
subscribe to our  

YouTube Channel under 
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran  

Church, Kitchener 
 

 

DEADLINE FOR 

May-June 
NEWSLETTER 

is 

April 17th  
 

mailto:stlukeslutheran317@gmail.com
mailto:info@stlukeslutheran.ca
mailto:stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com

